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themselves for some great war; at other times, for
public rejoicing. Sometimes they thus do honor to
a Nation who are invited to be present; sometimes
it is danced at the reception of some important per-
sonage, as if they wished to give him the diversion
of a Ball or a Comedy. In Winter, the ceremony
takes place in a Cabin; in Summer, in the open
fields. When the spot is selected, it is completely
surrounded by trees, so that all may sit in the shade
afforded by their leaves, in order to be protected
from the heat of the Sun. A large mat of rushes,
painted in various colors, is spread in the middle of
the place, and serves as a carpet upon which to place
with honor the God of the person who gives the
Dance; for each has his own god, which they call
their Manitou. This is a serpent, a bird, or other
similar thing, of which they have dreamed while
sleeping, and in which they place all their confidence
for the success of their war, their fishing, and their
hunting. Near this Manitou, and at its right, is
placed the Calumet in honor of which the feast is
given; and all around it a sort of trophy is made,
and the weapons used by the warriors of those
Nations are spread, namely: clubs, war-hatchets,
bows, quivers, and arrows.

Everything being thus arranged, and the hour of
the Dance drawing near, those who have been ap-
pointed to sing take the most honorable place under
the branches; these are the men and women who
are gifted with the best voices, and who sing together
in perfect harmony. Afterward, all come to take
their seats in a circle under the branches; but each
one, on arriving, must salute the Manitou. This he
does by inhaling the smoke, and blowing it from his



